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Bigeye tuna
n = 98,955
Mean = 34.9 kg
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Bycatch

Purse seine fishery
*Discards of target and nontarget



Bycatch of U.S. purse seine fishery in the central-western Pacific 
2003 

 

Species 
             Metric

             tons 
Tuna discards 

     Skipjack tuna 564.7
     Yellowfin tuna 91.1
     Skipjack/yellowfin tuna 90.5

Bycatch 
Other tunas/tuna-like: 1.9
     Albacore 1.8
     Wahoo 0.1
    
Billfish: 9.5
     Black marlin 0.9
     Blue marlin 0.0
     Marlin unspecified 8.1
     Sailfish 0.5
    
Sharks/rays: 57.9
     Shark unspecified 57.5
     Rays, skates, mantas 0.4
    
Other fish: 73.5
     Amberjack 51.5
     Baitfish 9.3
     Barracuda 0.0
     Mackerel 4.0
     Mahimahi 0.3
     Triggerfish 1.6
     Rainbow runner 0.1
     Marlin and shark 6.5
     Other unspecified fish 0.2
    
Total bycatch: 889.0

 



Bycatch

•Purse seine fishery
• *Discards of target and nontarget

•Longline fishery
• *Discards of target, nontarget, and 

protected species



California and Hawaii American Samoa   
Species Number   

discarded
Percent 

discarded
Number 

discarded 
Percent 

discarded
        

Tunas: 17,532 9.0 14,535 4.6
      Albacore 2,290 9.3 50 0.0
      Bigeye tuna 4,322 4.0 1,240 7.7
      Bluefin tuna 12 17.6 7 7.8
      Skipjack tuna 9,146 27.9 11,731 28.3
      Yellowfin tuna 1,444 5.1 1,507 5.0
      Other tunas 318 58.2 0 0.0
        
Billfish: 5,304 7.3 3,798 83.9
      Black marlin 0 0.0 30 90.9
      Blue marlin 87 1.5 2,549 91.8
      Sailfish 0 0.0 484 88.6
      Shortbill spearfish 949 5.3 335 75.1
      Striped marlin 853 3.3 210 71.9
      Swordfish 3,390 15.0 190 43.7
      Other marlins 25 4.5 0 0.0
        
Other pelagic fish: 4,826 3.4 15,581 45.6
      Barracuda 0 0.0 0 0.0
      Mahimahi 2,075 3.7 2,333 37.6
      Molas 0 0.0 0 0.0
      Oilfishes 428 2.4 7,197 98.6
      Opah 136 1.1 773 80.8
      Pomfrets 485 1.4 906 77.1
      Wahoo 196 1.1 1,797 11.3
      Other  1,506 58.6 2,575 98.6
        
Sharks: 70,473 88.3 10,787 98.7
      Blacktip shark 0 0.0 0 0.0
      Blue shark 66,246 92.6 7,733 98.9
      Hammerhead sharks 0 0.0 0 0.0
      Mako sharks 992 45.4 346 98.9
      Oceanic whitetip shark 0 0.0 1,934 98.5
      Silky shark 0 0.0 0 0.0
      Thresher sharks 2,917 83.6 379 97.2
      Other sharks 318 12.5 395 99.2
        
Total fish bycatch: 98,135 20.6 44,701 12.1

 


